Virulence factors of Helicobacter pylori: implications for vaccine development.
Helicobacter pylori is one of the most common infectious diseases in humans and causes gastritis, peptic ulcer disease and malignant tumours of the stomach. This review discusses how H. pylori can colonize the human stomach, an ecological niche that is protected against all other bacteria. Knowledge about the virulence factors of H. pylori has accumulated rapidly over the last decade. Together with the information contained in the complete H. pylori genome sequence, this knowledge is now being applied in the search for a vaccine against this global pathogen.